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1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER  

A regular meeting of the Council of the City of Blue Ash, Ohio, was held on January 12, 

2012. Mayor Mark F. Weber called the meeting to order in Council Chambers at 7:00 PM.  

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

Mayor Weber led those assembled in the Pledge of Allegiance. 

3. ROLL CALL 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Councilman Tom Adamec, Councilman Rick Bryan, 

Councilman Robert Buckman, Vice Mayor Lee Czerwonka, 

Councilwoman Stephanie Stoller, Councilman James Sumner, 

and Mayor Mark Weber 

ALSO PRESENT:  City Manager David Waltz, Deputy Solicitor Bryan Pacheco, 

Clerk of Council Jamie Eifert, Assistant City Manager James 

Pfeffer, Parks & Recreation Director Chuck Funk, Public Works 

Director Gordon Perry, Assistant to the City Manager Kelly 

Osler, Treasurer Sherry Poppe, Administrative Assistant Karla 

Plank, and interested citizens 

4. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

Mayor Weber appointed Kelly Osler to read the legislation (ordinances) in their entirety in the 

rear of Council Chambers.  

5. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to accept the agenda as revised. 

A voice vote was taken. All members present voted yes. Motion carried. 

“1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER 

2. OPENING CEREMONIES 

3. ROLL CALL –Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

4. APPOINTMENT OF PERSON(S) TO READ ORDINANCES IN FULL IN REAR OF 

COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

5. ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 a. Regular Meeting of November 10, 2011 

 b. Regular Meeting of November 17, 2011 

 c. Budget Study Session of November 28, 2011 

 d. Council Swearing-In Ceremonies of December 1, 2011 

 e. Regular Meeting of December 8, 2011 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

 a. Communications to Council –Clerk of Council Jamie K. Eifert 

 b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

8. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2012-1, authorizing payment in 2012 for various public utility 

services 
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2. Ordinance No. 2012-2, authorizing a multi-year contract for professional 

governmental relations services  

3. Ordinance No. 2012-3, amending professional legal service fees 

4. Resolution No. 2012-1, appointing member to the Charter Revision Committee  

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

1. Resolution No. 2012-2,   appointing member to the Recreation Board 

c. Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

1. Ordinance No. 2012-4, authorizing payment for traffic signal parts, repair 

services, and upgrades throughout 2012 

10. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

a. Property Acquisition – To consider the purchase of property for public purposes, or 

for the sale of property at competitive bidding, if premature disclosure of information 

would give an unfair competitive or bargaining advantage to a person whose 

personal, private interest is adverse to the general public interest. 

b. Pending or Imminent Litigation  – Conferences with an attorney for the public body 

concerning disputes involving the public body that are the subject of pending or 

imminent court action. 

c. Personnel Matters – To consider the appointment, employment, dismissal, discipline, 

promotion, demotion, or compensation of a public employee or official. 

11. ADJOURNMENT” 

6. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Mayor Weber moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to approve the minutes of the 

regular meeting of, November 10, 2011; regular meeting of November 17, 2011; budget 

study session of November 28, 2011; Council swearing-in ceremonies of December 1, 2011; 

regular meeting of December 8, 2011. A voice vote was taken. All members present voted 

yes. Motion carried. 

7. COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Communications to Council 

There were no communications presented to Council. 

b. Reports From Outside Agencies 

There were no representatives from outside agencies present at the meeting. 

8. HEARINGS FROM CITIZENS 

Mr. Peter Nord of Kenridge Lake, received his Blue Ash calendar in the mail.  He thought it 

looked terrific and the staff should be congratulated as they did a nice job.  He thought the 

centerfold in July looked especially terrific.  He noticed that one of the handouts that came 

with the calendar was an attempt to select a name for the airport park.  His personal opinion 

was that no matter what name is given for the airport park, it will always be called the airport 

park.  The construction on Osborne Boulevard is named Legacy Pointe and one of the 

suggestions for the name of the airport was Legacy Park. He commented that using a non-

referential name like “Legacy” to name something shows a lack of imagination and tells us 

nothing.  He felt it would be better if park be named “Mark Weber Point”, or “Tom Adamec 

Point” or go to the Pioneer Cemetery and pick a revolutionary soldier name.  He further 

commented that it is indicative of a similar problem that Blue Ash had earlier in the 

redevelopment of downtown when the architect presented their vision of downtown and had 

a number of place holders that came from the student architects such as “Town Square”, 

“Town Place” “Town Station” and other no names that had no significance to the City.  Mr. 

Nord would like to change the name of “Legacy Pointe” to perhaps the CEO of the company 
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that is building their facility on the property.  Mr. Nord further pointed out that when “Point” is 

spelled with an “e”, at which is not proper usage in American English.  He feels the “e” 

comes from real estate agents who are trying to sell something that doesn’t exist and 

described it as Sarah Palin saying, “it is like putting lipstick on a pig.”  Mr. Nord suggests that 

Blue Ash never name anything “Legacy” as there are a lot of good names in the cemetery 

and also never use the real estate agent’s ploy of putting lipstick on a piece of property by 

putting an “e” on it.  He feels it looks silly and should be above Blue Ash standards in doing 

so.   

Hearings from Citizens was declared closed at 7:07 PM. 

9. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Prior to the Council meeting, Council members received the following report describing 

agenda items: 

“This memo offers a brief description of the topics included on the January 12
th
 Council 

agenda.  

9.a.1. Ordinance No. 2012-1 – authorizing payment in 2012 for various public utility 

services  

Ordinance No. 2012-1 addresses payment to various companies for purchases expected in 

2012 for utility-type expenses required for normal operations of City-owned facilities, 

properties, and activities for the provision of municipal services to citizens. Included is 

authorization to purchase electricity, natural gas, external phone services, internal phone 

services, domestic water, and public sewer. Although this ordinance represents the 

expenditure of routine and budgeted items, the Administration had not presented a similar 

ordinance until 2008 because of the monopolistic nature of most of these markets. An 

ordinance is being presented at this time due to the changing marketplace and expanded 

options available to utility consumers. With aggregate 2012 expenditures to each of these 

vendors likely to exceed the ordinance threshold of $25,000, the Administration is seeking 

formal Council approval to assure compliance with potential audit requirements.  

Sections I through III respectively of the ordinance authorize aggregate 2012 payments to 

Duke Energy/Duke Energy Retail Sales for electricity and natural gas not to exceed 

$882,000; to Greater Cincinnati Water Works for water and sanitary sewer services for an 

amount not to exceed $188,000; and to Cincinnati Bell Telephone for external telephone, 

network connectivity lines and fiber, optic cables, and data connection services for an 

amount not to exceed $121,000. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Treasurer. 

9.a.2. Ordinance No. 2012-2 – authorizing a multi-year contract for professional 

governmental relations services 

Ordinance No. 2012-2 represents the Administration’s recommendation to continue a 

contract with The Colwell Group for professional governmental relations services in 2012 

through 2014.  

Colwell has been assisting the City for the past several years in its efforts to follow through 

with projects related to the passage of Issue 15 in November 2006, as well as other 

important matters. The ordinance authorizes the same monthly fee of $3,500 for 2012 to 

assist with the City of Cincinnati, members of the Ohio General Assembly, members of 

United States Congress and other state and federal elected and appointed offices for the 

purpose of advocating on issues pertaining to the Blue Ash Airport and the future 130 acre 

park. For calendar years 2013 and 2014, the ordinance authorizes a monthly retainer fee of 

$1,500 to monitor and report on legislative and political developments/issues at the state and 

federal level, as well as monitor and identify various federal and state grant opportunities.   

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the City Manager. 
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9.a.3. Ordinance No. 2012-3 – amending professional legal service fees  

The Solicitor has requested legislation to authorize a change in the hourly legal fee schedule 

beginning in 2012. Ordinance No. 2012-3 seeks authorization to increase the hourly 

amounts by $10 effective January 1 – resulting in the following hourly rates: $220 per hour 

for attorney work, and $160 per hour for paralegal employees. 

Please direct questions regarding this ordinance to the Solicitor. 

9.a.4. Resolution No. 2012-1 – appointing member to the Charter Revision Committee  

As directed by Mayor Weber, Resolution No. 2012-1 appoints Michael Rapp of Fox Hollow 

Drive to fill the existing vacancy on the Charter Revision Committee and to provide an 

opportunity to other citizens of Blue Ash to serve on various committees.  Resolution No. 

2012-1 appoints Mr. Rapp to fill that term which will expire in July 2016. 

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Mayor 

9.b.1. Resolution No. 2012-2 – appointing member to the Recreation Board  

As directed by Mayor Weber, Resolution No. 2012-2 appoints Joseph Hoelker of Sycamore 

Trace Court to fill the existing vacancy on the Recreation Board and to provide an 

opportunity to other citizens of Blue Ash to serve on various committees.  Resolution No. 

2012-2 appoints Mr. Hoelker to fill that term, which will expire in July 2016. 

Please direct questions regarding this resolution to the Mayor 

9.c.1. Ordinance No. 2012-4 – authorizing payment for traffic signal parts, repair 

services, and upgrades throughout 2012  

Ordinance No. 2012-4 authorizes payment for routine purchase of parts, maintenance, 

upgrades, and repair of traffic signals provided throughout 2012 with Capital Electric Line 

Builders for an amount not to exceed $55,000.  The City has a favorable long-term 

relationship with this vendor, formerly known as Wager-Smith, for these types of services, 

and these items were included within the 2012 Final Budget. The items include routine 

maintenance and parts, as well as the upgrades (to LED lights) made throughout the year 

and the addition of uninterruptable power backup systems (UPS) at main intersections.  

Please address questions regarding this ordinance to the Public Works Director.” 

 

a. Finance & Administration Committee, Rick Bryan, Chairperson 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-1 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-1 

AUTHORIZING PAYMENT FOR EXPENSES ASSOCIATED WITH 

VARIOUS PUBLIC UTILITY SERVICES DURING 2012; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-1.  

Councilman Buckman questioned how these utility expenses compare to last year 

expenses?   

Assistant City Manager James Pfeffer indicated that there is no way to compare.  Last year’s 

ordinance was set high so that the City would be in compliance and the same thing was 

done this year.  Approximately $100,000 was added to the referenced utility expenses to 
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come up with a total reflected in the ordinance.  The City wanted to make sure that the 

amount is high enough to cover the expenses. 

Councilman Sumner questioned whether the City has negotiated rates? 

Mr. Pfeffer noted that with the efforts of the Assistant to the City Manager, Kelly Osler, the 

City is getting an 18% reduction in Duke’s customary rate, as our provider is Duke Energy 

Retail Sales.  

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Sumner,  

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 

Ordinance No. 2012-1 passed. 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-2 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-2 

  AUTHORIZING A MULTI-YEAR CONTRACT FOR 

PROFESSIONAL GOVERNMENTAL RELATIONS SERVICES; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-2.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Czerwonka, Adamec, 

Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance 

No. 2012-2 passed. 

Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-3 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-3 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO ENTER INTO A 

CONTRACT FOR PROFESSIONAL LEGAL SERVICES AND 

PROVIDING COMPENSATION THEREFOR; AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Sumner seconded to suspend the rules of Council 

requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons 

Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven 

yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-3.  

Councilman Bryan noted that Dinsmore & Shohl has done an incredible job representing the 

City and continues to be overwhelmed with the quality of legal service the City receives from 

Mark Vander Laan, Bryan Pacheco, and the fine folks that represent the City in Mayor’s 

Court.  It is a great value for the money spent.   

Councilman Sumner added that it is an incredible rate structure when you compare it to 

commercial rates.   

There being no further discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Bryan, Stoller, 

Sumner, Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 

Ordinance No. 2012-3 passed. 
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Councilman Bryan asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2012-1 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-1 

  PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF MICHAEL 

RAPP TO THE CHARTER REVISION COMMITTEE  

Councilman Bryan moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to adopt Resolution No. 2012-1 

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll.  Councilpersons Stoller, Sumner, 

Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. 

Resolution No. 2012-1 passed. 

Mayor Mark Weber administered the Oath of Office to Michael Rapp, who was present at the 

Council meeting.   

b. Parks & Recreation Committee, Robert J. Buckman, Jr., Chairperson 

Councilman Buckman asked the Clerk to read Resolution No. 2012-2 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

RESOLUTION NO. 2012-2 

  PROVIDING FOR THE APPOINTMENT OF JOSEPH 

HOELKER TO THE RECREATION BOARD OF THE CITY OF 

BLUE ASH, OHIO 

Councilman Buckman moved, Vice Mayor Czerwonka seconded to adopt Resolution No. 

2012-2.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll.  Councilpersons Sumner, Buckman, 

Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Resolution 

No. 2012-2 passed. 

Mayor Mark Weber administered the Oath of Office to Joseph Hoelker, who was present at 

the Council meeting.   

c. Public Works Committee, Thomas C. Adamec, Chairperson 

Councilman Adamec asked the Clerk to read Ordinance No. 2012-4 by title only. 

THEN WAS PRESENTED AND READ BY TITLE ONLY: 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-4 

AUTHORIZING THE CITY MANAGER TO MAKE PAYMENT 

FOR TRAFFIC SIGNAL SYSTEM PARTS, REPAIR SERVICES, 

AND UPGRADES THROUGHOUT 2012 FOR AN AMOUNT 

NOT TO EXCEED $55,000; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilwoman Stoller seconded to suspend the rules of 

Council requiring a second reading of the ordinance. The Clerk called the roll. 

Councilpersons Buckman, Czerwonka, Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, and Mayor Weber 

voted yes. Seven yeses. Motion carried. 

Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Buckman seconded to adopt Ordinance No. 2012-4.  

There being no discussion, the Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Czerwonka, Adamec, 

Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Ordinance 

No. 2012-4 passed. 
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10. MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

Public Works Director Gordon Perry reported that work continues on Ilmenau Way and 

everything is progressing along nicely considering the weather and the project remains on 

schedule at this time. 

City Manager David Waltz noted that the Cooper Creek Event Center is now open.  The first 

wedding at the Center was held over the weekend and it went very well.  The Center held a 

corporate event was last week and another today; and again, they both went very well.  Also, 

for those of you who know Rabbi Zola (he went to Ilmenau with the Sister City group last 

summer), he was the recent recipient of the prestigious 2012 King Legacy Award. If Council 

would like to recognize Rabbi Zola for this accomplishment, an email will be sent enclosing 

his address and the news article.   

Parks and Recreation Director Chuck Funk reported that the Cooper Creek Event Center 

currently has approximately 52 bookings and beginning in April and through November 2012, 

every Saturday is booked.  Six new contracts for Sunday events will be finalized this week.  

A three day Grand Opening for the Cooper Creek Event Center is scheduled for April 12 

through April 14 with a different event for each day.  One night will be designated for a public 

open house; one night will be designated for a corporate open house; in addition to golf 

related activities, etc.  More details will follow.  Preview parties for residents have been 

scheduled for January 27
 
and March 23 from 5:00-8:00 PM.   

Deputy Solicitor Bryan Pacheco thanked Council for extending Dinsmore & Shohl’s contract. 

Mr. Vander Laan has been the City’s solicitor for 27 years  and it is an honor and a privilege 

to represent this City.  Mr. Pacheco further commented that the new Village Manager at 

Silverton, Paul Brehm, was at the Cooper Creek Event Center today and was very 

impressed and complimentary. 

Councilman Bryan gave his thanks to Joe Hoelker and Michael Rapp for stepping forward 

and serving on our citizen based boards.  The direction the City is taking comes as a result 

of their service.  The City appreciates their willingness to serve.   

Councilman Buckman complimented Mr. Perry for having the salt trucks out on the streets 

this afternoon to get ahead of the snow.   

Vice Mayor Czerwonka gave his compliments of the Cooper Creek Event Center.  There was 

a lot of work and effort that went into it and it turned out great. 

Mayor Weber commented that he had the opportunity to attend the Hamilton County 

Development Company for their annual meeting at the Cooper Creek Event Center.  There 

were approximately 75 people from around the region.  Mayor Weber admitted that he was 

skeptical about how the food was going to turn out, and exclaimed it was excellent. It was a 

meal that wasn’t simple to serve and it was done very well.  It is impossible to measure the 

goodwill that was generated on a day that was so dark and dreary, where you have this 

beautiful banquet center setting on golf course property.  The people’s comments were 

overwhelming in how much they liked the facility and what it did for Blue Ash in addition to 

the overall positive comments about the City itself.  He feels the facility is going to do a lot for 

the community.   

11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

After all items on the agenda were acted upon, Vice Mayor Czerwonka moved, 

Councilwoman Stoller seconded to convene an Executive Session to discuss matters 

pertaining to Property Acquisition, Pending or Imminent Litigation, and Personnel Matters.  

The Clerk called the roll. Councilpersons Adamec, Bryan, Stoller, Sumner, Buckman, 

Czerwonka, and Mayor Weber voted yes. Seven yeses. Motion carried. 

After matters pertaining to Property Acquisition, Pending or Imminent Litigation, and 

Personnel Matters were discussed, Councilman Adamec moved, Councilman Sumner 

seconded to convene to the regular meeting. A voice vote was taken. All Council members 

voted yes. Motion carried. 
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12. ADJOURNMENT 

All items on the agenda having been acted upon, Councilman Bryan moved, Councilman 

Buckman seconded to adjourn the meeting. A voice vote was taken. All members voted yes. 

The Council meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:17 PM. 

 

      ______________________________________ 

      Mark F. Weber, Mayor 

 

_________________________________________ 

Jamie K. Eifert, Clerk of Council 

 

MINUTES RECORDED AND WRITTEN BY: 

 

________________________________________ 

Karla Plank, Administrative Assistant 


